states of venous blood which take place in the pulmonic vessels in consequence of disease of the heart; or in old subjects, or those affected by chronic maladies. To diminish quickly the quantity of blood contained in the heart and lungs, and to endeavour to stimulate these organs, in order to give them energy, are, in old persons affected with pneumonia, as the consequence of some mechanical obstruction to the circulation, the two leading indications which present themselves. Whatever may be asserted, it certainly is not irritation which then fixes the blood in the lungs, which retains the blood in
the most depending part, or which keeps this pretended inflammation so under the laws of gravity, that the points where the disease ceases, and those where the healthy tissue is found, are disposed in a parallel line. It is the weight of the blood which produces this phenomenon, the slowness of the circulation, the weakness of the motive powers, the want of energy in the vessels; in one word, it is the weakness of the solids which renders them incapable of moving the mass of blood. Take away blood, for the purpose of endeavouring to proportion the strength of the organs to the quantity of the fluids: but, so far from putting the patient upon a system of rigoroils abstinence, give stimuli, substantial food in small quantities at a time, and, in some cases, diluted alcohol. It is not without very mature reflection that, in such cases, I
have employed the mode of treatment I recommend.* But the theory rests upon facts of still greater weight: I found, in the lungs of weak and old persons, who had been debilitated by long-standing organic diseases, large quantities of blood: this engorgement always existed at the most depending part. During life, the contractions of the heart were very feeble; and, after death, the heart was evidently much softened. The 
